
 

City officials and the Bradford Sanitary Authority 
have a responsibility to protect public health by    

preventing the pollution of local waterways.  They 
also have a duty to protect property owners from the 
damage flooding can cause.  These responsibilities 

carry a cost, and, for many years, this cost has been 
paid with general tax revenue.  Unfortunately, the 
cost of this responsibility is increasing due to new 

requirements from state and federal agencies as well 
as aging facilities that need replacement. 

Much of Bradford’s stormwater system was installed 
in the 1930s and has surpassed its expected life.   

Today, more than 35 miles of roads are served by the 
city’s stormwater system with more than 1,200 man-

holes, catch basins, and inlets. As the system has 
aged, funding for maintenance and rehabilitation has 

not kept pace. 

More revenue is needed to repair the city’s aging 
system in order to successfully meet the Authority’s 

responsibility to protect public health and private 
property.  Rather than raise taxes, city officials and 

the Bradford Sanitary Authority decided to              
implement a fee to all property owners for the storm-
water services they receive.  This fee is fairer than a 

tax because it will be paid by all property owners 
(even those that are tax-exempt), thereby spreading 
the cost over a greater number of property owners.  

The more property owners who contribute to the 
cost of managing stormwater, the lower each per-

son’s contribution will be.  

Fee payments are received along with the water and 
sewer fees on a bi-monthly basis.  Payment is          

received by the City Treasurer and transferred in 
whole to a stormwater fund managed by the         

Bradford Sanitary Authority.  These revenues are 
specifically used to maintain, clean, update and  
manage the current stormwater infrastructure.  

These revenues also allow the Bradford Sanitary  
Authority to plan for future capital improvements to 

the system as well as inspect and map the               
entire system. 

Why is the Stormwater fee necessary 

For more information, visit our website at www.bradfordsanitary.com 

Hillside runoff enters the storm system 

through inlet structures that need seasonal 

cleaning and future improvements. 

Poor drainage can impact property values and 

corrective measures are needed to improve 

the stormwater infrastructure. 

Over 1,200 storm basins require scheduled 

cleaning, repair, or replacement. 

Localized flooding has been reduced through 

investigation, maintenance, and repair of the 

stormwater system. 


